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Dear Parents,

[image: image2.wmf]Well it’s hard to believe we have just 3 weeks left in the 2009-2010 school year and that we’ll be meeting our new junior infant pupils next week when they come in to visit the school and meet their teachers.  It certainly doesn’t feel like 12 months since this annual rite of passage last took place and these final weeks will be packed full of activity….
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Staff Meeting:  Tomorrow, Friday 11th June is Staff Meeting.  Junior and Senior Infants will be dismissed at 1 p.m. and 1st and 2nd classes will be dismissed at 1.15 p.m.    Please remind au pairs, minders, and after school crèches.         

Ms. O’Donoghue’s boys will have their swimming lesson in the C.R.C from 12-1, and may be collected there when the lesson finishes. Those not collected will walk back to school with Ms. O’Donoghue.
[image: image4.wmf]Arts Day 2010:  We had a really great day on June 1st last, although we almost had a big problem on our hands.  The Pitt Family Circus Duo had been booked through the Artscope Agency, which was informed the previous Friday that the Pitts would not be coming.  Caroline Wynne, Artscope director, was able to save the day when she managed to secure the services of Ken and Tina who perform under the title of “Tumble Circus”.  This was the due I had originally wanted, but was not available, when contacted back in March.  However, their circumstances had also changed since then, and at the ‘last minute’, the show went on….

Ken and Tina gave us a great display of juggling, tumbling, balancing, and working with hula-hoops.  They were also very funny.  We had Radie (Mairéad) and Eamonn, traditional musicians, who played and sang for us.  We in turn snag some of our repertoire for them.  We had an extended lunch break in the sun and a marvellous time working in clay with our visiting artists from the National College of Art & Design.  

An exhausting but brilliant day which set us back €3,000 approx.  It was worth every cent, and was made possible by the funds raised at the Quiz Night.

[image: image5.wmf]End of Year School Reports:  These are being prepared now and will be available before the end of term.  A stamped-addressed envelope should be given to the class teacher as soon as possible.  It is school policy that reports be posted home.

[image: image6.wmf]School Tours:  We are all off on various educational tours and outings (No junkets here!)

Tomorrow Friday 11th the Senior Infants will be visiting the Lambert Puppet Theatre to see Hansel and Gretel.  The puppet theatre has for many years been a favourite venue for us and has never failed to enchant and entertain us.  Senior Infants will be back in school for 1 p.m. dismissal.  The Junior Infants will also be going to this show on Tuesday 15th June.

[image: image7.wmf]The Firsts and Seconds will be visiting Dublin City University on the 28th and 29th June respectively.  This will be a “first” for us, but reports are good and we are eagerly looking forward to the trip.  The boys will be engaged in “multi-sports activities”.

While these are the traditional "official" end of year educational tours, there are three more outings planned.



The First Classes were at the Dublinia exhibition in Christ Church Cathedral Chapter House today, Thursday 10th June.  This arose by “chance”.  The topic of the Vikings had become a very live issue in Ms. Harvey’s class, and as “Dublinia” deals with Viking Dublin, it was decided to go and see it.  But we couldn’t leave the other two First Classes at school, so we’re all going.  The cost of bus hire was borne from school funds.

The Seconds have two upcoming dates:

[image: image9.wmf]On Wednesday 16th the seconds will visit St. Joseph’s National School in Clondalkin where they will perform their Córfhéile item.  “An Piscín Caillte” for the pupils there.  We will also sing a couple of songs, and we will be accompanied by some of our former pupils now in the Senior School, who will entertain our hosts.  Mr. McGuire will also be coming with us.  The St. Joseph’s School band has been paying us an annual visit for the past 10 years or so, and we have been out to them every second year in a cultural exchange programme!  We met up at Córfhéile one year when we saw and heard their great band and they saw our Córfhéile item!

[image: image10.wmf]Then, the following day, Thursday 17th June, the seconds will be visiting the National College for Art & Design in Thomas Street Dublin (this was the old Jameson Distillery site).  We received a kind invitation to visit and have a conducted tour around the college where the annual display of students’ work may be seen.  These bus hire for both days, 16th and 17th, will be paid from school funds.

[image: image11.wmf][image: image12.wmf]Active School Week: This will run from 16th – 22nd June and will involve everyone in all types of sport and games including dance displays:  Over the last 4 years, the dance displays, which are optional, have become very popular and last year every class took part in some dance routine or other.  These were all performed in the playground and watched by everyone.  Thanks to Mrs. Duffy for organising this, and again, we hope the weather will be kind. The emphasis is very much on participation, enjoyment and the benefits of sport rather than on competition.  There are a range of activities – obstacle courses, hurdles, football, penalty shoot outs, orienteering, sack races, 3 legged races, potato and spoon races, javelin throwing, basketball, traditional and co-operative games.  

[image: image13.wmf]Design and Make Competition:  What a great response we got to the invitation to take part in this event.  The marvellous pieces of art truly astounded one and all and the whole sheltered space was needed to display a wonderful collection of creatures real and imaginary.  I just loved browsing through the entries after school when all was quiet, appreciating the talent of the children and the amount of work which went into creating all I saw.  There must have been many busy households in Clontarf and I’m sure that in many instances all the family was involved in helping the young artist!  Over 200 entries were received.  I hope everyone enjoyed taking part.  Congratulations to all.  “Thank you” to Mrs. Rowan and Mrs. Duffy for organising the event and sourcing the prizes.  The winners, selected by our artist in residence Niamh Flanagan, were:-

Junior Infants:

Joseph Kiernan

Senior Infants:

Killian McGloin

1st Class:

Daniel Lloyd

2nd Class:

Diarmuid McMahon.

Please collect all models from the shed.

[image: image14.wmf]Artist in Residence:  Niamh Flanagan is back with us at the moment working with the boys in First and Second Classes.  Again, she is doing “printing” with the children.  This is part of the Art curriculum, and some beautiful pieces of work have been made.

[image: image15.wmf]Retirement of Mr. John Lally:  Mr. John Lally, Deputy Principal of the School will retire at the end of the current academic year after 40 years of service to the community of Clontarf.  While John will be retired, he will not be putting his feet up, but will have a little more time for another type of putting.  We thank him for his contribution to Education, especially in the area of Learning Support, and wish him a long, happy and fruitful retirement.
[image: image16.wmf]Leaving Belgrove:  If a child from Junior Infants, Senior Infants or First Class will not be returning to Belgrove in September next, we would appreciate being informed immediately as it will have implications for those applying for places in these classes and for our overall total enrolment on which our teacher numbers are based.

[image: image17.wmf] School Journal:  We use a school journal in 1st and 2nd classes for the taking down of homework and as a means of communication between teachers and parents.  There are a number of pages used for advertisements and money raised in this way goes directly into the school fund.  If you are in business and would like to advertise your product or service, you could, for a relatively small fee, have your advertisement on display for a school year!  Contact Marguerite if interested.

[image: image18.wmf]Cool Dude:  Our resident guinea pig is looking forward to her annual summer holidays away from Belgrove.  Any family or families which would like to look after her for all or part of the holiday period should get in contact with us as soon as possible.

[image: image19.wmf]Trousers Required!  I have a collection of school clothing which is very handy when children have toilet accidents, lunch accidents, or fall in puddles on wet days.  While I have enough jumpers and shirts, I need some trousers.  So if you have any trousers in reasonable condition which your son will not be needing again, would you please donate them to the school.

[image: image20.wmf]The Primary Times Magazine:  This magazine is being distributed along with this newsletter.  Search the school bag if necessary!

[image: image21.wmf]Purchase of Uniforms:  Pat O’Farrell Schoolwear will be in the hall on Monday and Tuesday 14th and 15th June from 8.30 a.m. to 11 a.m.  should you wish to purchase uniforms for next year.  Order form went out yesterday, please check schoolbags. The new junior infant pupils and their parents will also be visiting the school on both these days.

[image: image22.wmf]Graduation Mass for the Second Classes and the presentation of certificates will take place in the Hall on Wednesday 23rd June at 12 noon.  Letter will follow shortly.

[image: image23.wmf]The “Wise Owl” Bookshop will be in the Hall on Thursday 24th June from 5 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. and all books for the 2010-11 school year can be purchased from Junior Infants to 6th Class. Book Lists will be distributed next week.

The Parents Association will have a selection of “used books” on display at the same time.  You are asked for a donation to Temple Street Hospital should you decide to take some of these texts.  There is no charge for the texts themselves.  Note from the Parents’ Association is attached.

[image: image24.wmf]St. Joseph’s School Band:  On Friday June 25th we will host a visit from St. Joseph’s National School Clondalkin School Band.  This 60-70 strong group comprises of tin whistles, accordians, guitars, various percussion instruments, singers and dancers all accompanied on keyboard by their teacher John Fitzgerald.  John has been bringing his talented musicians to play for us for many years now.  We are looking forward to this feast of music to finish off our extra-curricular programme for 2009-10 and we will give them a few rousing choruses from our own store of songs.

[image: image25.wmf]Frásaí na Míosa:  Here are some topical phrases to use and practise with your child:-


-
Tá an Samhradh linn

=
Summer is here.


- 
Tá an ghrian ag taitneamh
=
The sun is shining.


-
Tá sé te


=
It is warm.


-
Tá bláthanna sa ghairdín
=
Flowers are in the garden.


-
Tá féileacháin sa ghairdín
=
Butterflies are in the garden.


-
Tá na héin ag canadh

=
The birds are singing.


-
Is maith liom an Samhradh
=
I like Summer.

[image: image26.wmf]Fund Raiser for Ms. Bolger’s trip to Ethiopia:  Thank you so much for your generous response to this appeal.  To date €1,890 has been collected.

 [image: image27.wmf]Trócaire:  You donated €1,728 to Trócaire’s Lenten Appeal.

 [image: image28.wmf]School Refurbishment and Rebuilding:  We are still on-schedule to begin the new school building programme sometime in winter/spring 2010-2011.

During the summer holidays, the windows in the corridor classrooms are due to be replaced.  Considering all that is to happen and including last year’s addition of new modern prefabs, we won’t recognise the place in a couple of year’s time!

[image: image29.wmf]Lost Property:  I have some unclaimed items which I will display in the shelter over the next couple of weeks.  They include 3 umbrellas left behind by adults.

[image: image30.wmf]Summer Holidays:  The school will close for the summer holidays on Wednesday 30th June at 12 noon.    We re-open on Wednesday September 1st.

[image: image31.wmf]The School Office will be open until Tuesday 6th July from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. and again from Wednesday 25th August.  Enquiries may be made to the school office during the holidays, as the answering machine will be checked every week.  Correspondence may also be sent during the holidays, as this will be collected on a weekly basis.

[image: image32.wmf]NOTICES:

1. Clontarf Summer Fete:

· Sunday 13th June 2 – 5 p.m. in Clontarf Church of Ireland parish centre and grounds, Seafield Road West.  

· Information leaflet was given to each child with this newsletter.

2. Clontarf G.A.A. Club:
· Football and Hurling summer camps for boys and girls aged 5 – 13 years only.

· Venue:
St. Paul’s College, 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

· August 3rd – 6th – Clontarf GAA Club

· August 9th – 13th VHI Cul Camp

· August 16th – 20th Clontarf GAA.

· (Full details were distributed yesterday, Wednesday 9th)

· July Camps are cancelled.

3. Tennis in St. Anne’s Park:
· Coaching of boys and girls aged 6 – 17 years.

· All equipment provided

· Children can join in at any stage.

· Registration on Wednesday 30th June 2 – 4 p.m.

· Coaching from Thursday 1st July – 30th July, one hour each day. 

· Cost 30.

· Information leaflet was given to each child in Senior Infants, 1st and 2nd along with this newsletter.

4. Summer Fun Singing Workshop:

· For 8 – 15 year old boys and girls in the Pro-Cathedral.

· Course run by Blánaid Murphy director of the Palestrina Choir.

· Booking forms were distributed to interested boys in 1st and 2nd.  Copies may be had from Secretary’s office.  

· Monday 16th – Friday 20th August, Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd.

[image: image33.wmf]Forward Planning Dates:

Friday 11th June

Staff Meeting.  Junior and Senior Infants dismissed at 1 p.m. and First and Second Classes dismissed at 1.15 p.m.

Friday 11th June 

Senior Infants at Lambert Puppet Theatre.  They will be back in school for dismissal at 1 p.m.

Monday and Tuesday 14th and
Incoming Junior Infants (September) visit school.  

15th June




Pat O’Farrell Schoolwear in Hall from 8.30 a.m. to 11 a.m. 



Tuesday 15th 



Junior Infants at Lambert Puppet Theatre.

Wednesday 16th June


Second Classes visit St. Joseph’s National School Clondalkin

Thursday 17th June


Second Classes visit N.C.A.D., Thomas Street.

 Wednesday 23rd 

Graduation Mass and presentation of Certificates for Second   Classes commencing at 12 noon.

Thursday 24th



Second classes to visit Senior School to meet Mr. Byrne, Principal 

and see around the school.  Parents welcome to accompany them.  

Times to be arranged.  Note to follow.

Thursday 24th 



Wise Owl Bookshop in hall 5 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.

Friday 25th June



St. Joseph’s School Band in Belgrove.

Monday 28th June



First Classes go to D.C.U.

Tuesday 29th June


Second Classes go to D.C.U.

Wednesday 30th



Holidays at 12 noon.

Wednesday 1st September

School re-opens for pupils.

On behalf of the Staff may I wish you all a very enjoyable holiday.

Yours sincerely,

Vincent Conway, Principal
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